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Bob Meyers of Johnstown spent more 
than six decades teaching people 
how to market their products and 
services, and his best customer service 
experience to date has been the life-
saving and life-changing interactions 
with his UPMC Home Healthcare team 
members.

Grieving the losses of his oldest son to 
brain cancer and his beloved wife of 59 
years to pancreatic cancer, Bob found 
himself alone last year with his own 
chronic health conditions to manage. 
After his wife passed away, he spent 
some time in an assisted living facility 
but longed to return to the property 
where he grew up and the home that 
he had helped his father build. He 
had another home health agency but 
asked his doctor to refer him to a new 
provider to better fit his needs.

“The next day, Linette [Longsinger-
Clark, Sr. Professional Staff Nurse II, 
HH/Hspc], top picture, from UPMC 
Home Healthcare came to my house 
and explained what UPMC does and 
how they do it,” Bob shares. “I didn’t 
realize that Linette would someday 
save my life! She also told me that 
Heather [Fitzpatrick, Home Care Aide], 
bottom picture, would be coming to 
help me. The next day Heather arrived, 
and through her laugh and sense of 
humor, I could feel my depression 
going away.”

Linette provided care, monitored his 
health, and educated Bob, and Heather 
assisted him with daily living tasks. 
As they got to know Bob and enjoy 
his stories, they both formed strong 
connections to him.

Earlier this year, he placed an unusual 
call to Linette, spurring her to action. 

“When he called my cell phone, I knew 
something was wrong. His mental 
status had changed. I bolted there 
right away and called 911.”

Linette and the emergency responders 
determined that Bob’s condition was 

serious. While being transported to the 
hospital, he fell into a coma and spent 
four days on a vent as his body battled 
sepsis and hypoxic respiratory failure.

“After I came out of the coma, I was 
moved from ICU to a regular room. 
The doctor told me that Linette had 
saved my life,” Bob recounts. “After the 
hospital, I was sent to the Transitional 
Care Unit and then back home with 
UPMC Home Healthcare. I renamed 
Linette ‘life saver’ and Heather 
‘depression buster’.”

Through his experience, Bob has 
gained immense respect for the team 
who comes to help him maintain his 
independence.

“Some people have a hard time letting 
others come into their home to care 
for them or get upset if the schedule 
changes, but I am just so thankful for 
them,” Bob shares. “These people are 
coming to help us and deserve respect! 
Because of them, I can still see and talk 
to my two sons, three daughters-in-
law, and seven grandkids. Thank you!”

Paying forward his appreciation, Bob 
participated in the Heart of Gratitude 
program with a donation to recognize 
Linette and Heather. They received 
special pins, and Bob’s donation 
through the Home Nursing Agency 
Foundation will fund resources for 
emergency needs, monitoring devices, 
and other tools for future UPMC Home 
Healthcare patients.

To learn more about UPMC 
Home Healthcare, please visit 
upmchomehealthcare.com. To make a 
donation to support patients’ needs, 
visit HomeNursingAgency.com or call 
1-855-GIVE-HNA.

Congratulations to Martinsburg 
resident Stanley Metz, winner of 
the 2026 Mercedes Moment with 
ticket #928. As Home Nursing 
Agency Foundation’s signature fundraiser, 
Mercedes Moment raised more than 
$80,000 this year. Stanley was given the 
choice of $35,000 toward the Mercedes 
of his choice or a $30,000 cash prize. 
Additionally, Katie Conlon of Roaring 
Spring won the $1,000 cash bonus 

drawing based on the daytime 
number of #939.

Mercedes Moment benefits 
those who have needs beyond 
normal circumstances or 
require additional resources 
not covered by insurance. This 
year, the Home Nursing Agency 
Foundation has awarded 
$183,900 in grants to directly 
impact the lives of Central 
Pennsylvania residents who 
are served by UPMC Home 
Healthcare and Family Hospice. 

The Home Nursing Agency 
Foundation supports patients 
and families in Bedford, Blair, 
Cambria, Centre, Huntingdon, 
Mifflin, Juniata, and Somerset 
counties. If you would like to be 
added to the mailing list for the 
2027 Mercedes Moment, please 
call 1-855-GIVE-HNA.

“Every day may not be good… 
but there’s something good in 
every day.” — Alice Morse Earle

This simple quote resonates 
with me as I consider the 
stories shared in this issue of 
Celebrate Giving. Through 

health challenges, anticipated loss, and grieving, we see 
the resilience and impact of lives steeped in gratitude.

It is our privilege to serve people of all ages in our 
communities and a great honor to partner with you to 
make a difference for the most vulnerable among us. I 
think about special needs families like the Steeles, who 
found their village in Early Intervention and are now 
honoring the life of their precious daughter, Auri. I consider 
Blessing and her family as they navigate her life-limiting 
diagnosis with grateful hearts and the support of the 
Family Hospice team. 

I am struck by the appreciation of Bob Myers, who was 
given a second chance at life thanks to the intuitive actions 
of his UPMC Home Healthcare nurse and comradery with 
his aide. I am humbled by the incredible growth of the 

Healing Patch Children’s Grief Program over the past 
20 years, knowing that this program was brought to 
fruition by selfless leaders and volunteers, many of whom 
personally dealt with the pain of grief. Their commitment 
– and your support – ensures that local children and 
their families who have lost a special person have the 
opportunity to connect and heal with others.

In the midst of heartache and hardship, these people 
have found reasons to be thankful. There are many who 
are enduring difficult circumstances, and the genuine 
compassion of others can offer hope to keep going. That 
compassion may be in the form of care that we provide in 
the home or community or in the form of your financial gift 
that provides resources at just the right time. 

Thank you for being part of our story. Thank you for being 
a reason that someone will see the good in each day.

Gratefully,

Jennifer Vennare
President, UPMC at Home

Dear friends,

giving impact

to the 2026 
MERCEDES 
MOMENT 
Winners
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giving life
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Defying the Odds: 

 
Cares for Young Family

giving peace

When Ben and Bethany Reapsome of Mifflin County did prenatal testing at 12 weeks to learn the gender of their baby, they 
didn’t anticipate life-altering results. As they learned that they were having a baby girl, they also found out that the test was 
flagged as abnormal for a chance of trisomy, or the presence of an additional chromosome. Additional screenings revealed 
that their baby girl had Trisomy 18, and the couple was informed of options, including an abortion.

“My husband and I are Christians, and we said, ‘Absolutely not!’ We wanted to give our daughter a chance to live,” Bethany 
shares. Praying for their daughter’s health and finding the right team of doctors in Danville, the Reapsomes 
determined their birth plan would follow their daughter’s lead.

“If she came out fighting, we would fight for her,” Bethany said. After seven hours of 
labor, their daughter was born on February 8, 2023 into a quiet room. As Ben cut 
the umbilical cord, the baby reached for his hand, affirming their decision to 
support her opportunity to live. She was quickly moved to the NICU where 
she spent three weeks on oxygen and a feeding tube. In that time, Ben 
and Bethany settled on the name for their precious girl: Blessing 
Eliana, meaning “gift from God” and “My God has answered.” 

“Because of the statistics, we came home and thought she 
didn’t have long,” Bethany recalls. At two months old, 
Blessing went through a terrifying medical emergency 
as she stopped breathing and went limp; suffering 
what was later determined to be a seizure. While 
she was hospitalized for further testing, the 
Reapsomes faced a roller coaster of emotions 
and critical questions about the future.

“We had a serious conversation with the 
doctors. They asked, ‘What do you want 
her life to be?’ We wanted to spend as 
much time with her as possible, make 
the most of our time, and give her as 
much happiness as we can. Once we 
realized this, we started hospice care.”

Upon her return home, Blessing was 
admitted to Family Hospice and 
improved despite the odds. The Family 
Hospice team monitored her on a 
regular basis, coordinated medication 
deliveries to their home, and provided 
emotional support.

“The first year and a half was the hardest,” Bethany shares. 
“She wasn’t a typical baby, and it was hard to tell what was 
wrong and how to comfort her. It was good to have someone 
checking her.”

In July 2024, the Reapsomes welcomed their son Bennett to 
the family and were grateful to the Family Hospice team for 
supporting Ben’s parents as they cared for Blessing. Later 
that year, Blessing underwent heart surgery at Penn State 
Hershey to repair a hole in her heart and narrowing of a valve 
that impacted blood flow.

“At the time of surgery, we discharged Blessing from hospice 
and did a lot of work to make sure they had everything 
they needed,” shares Family Hospice Social Worker Kate 
Campbell-Tubbs. She was returned home just a week later 
and was readmitted back to hospice for six months, when 
she was discharged because she was doing so well.

After enduring additional seizures last spring and summer, 
Blessing was flown to Danville and found to be in kidney 
failure. She was prescribed regular injections, and Bethany 
asked that she be re-admitted to hospice. With her condition 
stabilized, the family makes the most of every moment 
together. As a Make-A-Wish recipient, Blessing and her 
family traveled to Disney World for her third birthday with 
Kate coordinating a travel contract for hospice coverage 
while they were in Florida.

“The Family Hospice team has been there for us when we’re 
home and when we’re not,” Bethany shares. “The nurses are 
so often the face of hospice, but the monthly check-ins from 
Kate have been so helpful.”

Hospice social workers play an integral role in connecting 
families to the right resources for financial and community 
support. This is especially impactful for cancer patients.

“I work closely with others in the inter-disciplinary team,” 
Kate explains. “I’m blessed with a good team, and they know 
when to pull me in to provide additional support for patients 
and families. Part of my role is having tough conversations 
about things that need to be addressed.”

Kate’s check-ins with the Reapsomes provide a stabilizing 
touchpoint for Bethany and the reassurance that more help 
is available if needed.

“The team is always checking to make sure that we have 
what we need – meds or other supplies,” Bethany shares.  
“Blessing is happy and doing well. She wouldn’t be here 
without her doctors and the hospice team.”

To learn more about Family Hospice, visit upmc.com/
familyhospice. To make a donation to Family Hospice, visit 
tiny.cc/FHmemorial or call 1-855-GIVE-HNA.



giving voice

      EARLY EARLY 
INTERVENTIONINTERVENTION 

       BECOMES THE VILLAGE FOR 
     SPECIAL NEEDS FAMILY

After Aurelia “Auri” Steele was born 
in September 2023 with Marfan 
syndrome, her parents Mark and 
Audrey recognized that they needed 
support as she grew and developed. 
The family soon began receiving Early 
Intervention services that became a 
critical support system. That support 
system changed significantly but is 
still present after Auri passed away 
unexpectedly on May 13, 2026.

“I have learned how to be a special 
needs parent,” Audrey shares. “There 
is no manual for that. We wanted to be 
home and keep Auri at home as much 
as we could, and they helped us to 
learn what we needed to do to make 
that happen. Everyone talks about 
their village. We have our village in 
Early Intervention. We had a journey 
with Auri because of them. Without 
them, we may have lost Auri sooner.”

Early on, Mark and Audrey embraced 
the presence of the Early Intervention 
team as they leaned into the way their 
parenting journey looked different than 
most.

EI Team Manager Diane Ringler, who 
was also Auri’s Speech Language 
Pathologist, echoes this vital role of the 
EI team: “We may serve as a support 
system for families who are navigating 
a whole new world of learning about 
a new diagnosis and navigating 
the medical world for their child. 
Connecting families to resources and 
just being a listening ear about their 
hopes and fears related to their child’s 
challenges is a way that we strengthen 
relationships with our EI families.”

Auri’s diagnosis of Marfan syndrome 
was a genetic condition affecting 
her connective tissue, including her 
heart and skeletal system. With severe 
scoliosis, feeding challenges, and 
some other issues, Auri benefited from 
physical, occupational, and speech 
therapy visits through Home Nursing 
Agency Early Intervention and special 
instruction and social work assistance 
from another EI agency. Surrounded by 
a supportive team, Mark and Audrey 
focused on helping Auri to thrive as 
much as possible.

“Our goal with families is to build their 
capacity and confidence as parents 
to be able to facilitate their child’s 
learning and development,” Diane 
explains. “We use a coaching model 
since parents know their child best and 
are their child’s best teacher.

“Auri’s parents naturally built on 
her strengths and found new and 
creative ways to manage her physical 
challenges. We help provide the 
framework for what comes next in 
development. Our hope is always that 
the family will take that knowledge, 
along with their expertise in their 
child’s interests and abilities, to 
find ways to engage their child 
and help them to progress in their 
developmental skills.”

With Diane’s guidance, Mark and 
Audrey taught Auri to use sign 
language and assistive devices to 
communicate. Your support of the 
Home Nursing Agency Foundation 
provided an iPad for Auri to try a 
special communication software 
program. When she responded 
positively, the Steeles were able 
to purchase a dedicated device 
authorized by insurance. By tapping 
symbols, Auri conveyed her needs 
to her parents and heard different 
words as she built her own voice and 
vocabulary.

As they observed and responded to 
Auri’s wants and needs, Mark and 
Audrey introduced fun activities to 
develop the skills they worked on in 
therapy. One of Auri’s favorite activities 
was giving them tattoos, which 
required communication and fine 
motor skills to use markers. 

Grant funding from the Home 
Nursing Agency Foundation also 
provided feeding tools and a walker, 
affectionately dubbed “an old lady 
walker”, as traditional pediatric walkers 
did not support Auri's tall, thin frame. 
Her needs were often multi-faceted 
and required a different approach from 
other children.

“We couldn’t go through the motions,” 
Mark points out. “It forced us to think 
through things differently. We have 
nieces and nephews, but none of them 
are like Auri. Early Intervention has 
become our support team. It makes us 
feel like we’re not alone.”

Navigating life without Auri’s physical 
presence, Mark and Audrey gratefully 
reflect on the joy Auri brought them 
and how she challenged and inspired 
them to help others.

“There is so much sadness, but there 
is so much love,” Mark says. “Now our 
job is to honor Auri and to help other 
families. We have built community 
through resources, and you find people 
who become your family.”

The Steeles plan to establish a 
foundation in Auri’s honor to support 
families impacted by Marfan Syndrome. 
In the meantime, you can honor Auri’s 
life by donating to the Johns Hopkins 
Department of Genetic Medicine 
(https://secure.jhu.edu/form/igm, 
please designate “Marfan Syndrome 
Research”) or The Marfan Foundation 
(https://give.marfan.org/aurisheart). 

To learn more about Early Intervention 
or make a donation to support families 
with special needs, please visit 
HomeNursingAgency.com.
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The Healing Patch Children’s Grief Program first opened its doors 
in 2006 as an outreach of Home Nursing Agency to serve children 
and families who have suffered the loss of a loved one. Twenty years 
later, this program continues to fulfill the vision of the late Altoona 
philanthropist Shirley Pechter and many others whose goal was to 
offer a “soft place to fall” for children and families in our region.

As Shirley previously shared:

I have witnessed firsthand how a loss touches every avenue of a 
child’s life.

My ten-year-old-daughter, Melissa, died after being diagnosed with 
a brain tumor. My children were devastated – all in different ways. My 
husband, Fred, and I were distraught. We had no place to go for help.  

Whether it’s a sibling, parent, or grandparent, when a death of a 
loved one touches the life of a child, it’s so vital to help them at that 
very moment. It lessens their burden, so they’ll be able to cope – now, 
and later in life. 

Today, my three adult children, and even I, are all well-adjusted. As 
you know, not every child – and family – will be as lucky.  

There is no escaping grief. 

So, it’s our mission to ensure those grieving will have someone to 
console them and for someone like me to tell them, “You will – smile 
again.”

“I was on the original committee with Shirley,” shares Blair County 
resident Marilyn “Mickey” Port, who also became one of the 
program’s first volunteers. “It spoke to me. With my own family’s 
experiences with grief, it was like if you didn’t talk about it, it was 
fine. There was no grieving. Shirley’s family did it differently. The idea 
of being able to express grief really connected with me.”

Trez Knob of Blair County was also one of the original volunteers, 
led to help after her personal experiences with grief. As a teenager, 
she lost her brother, and later endured the deaths of her mom and 
sister-in-law, who left behind a two-year-old child. “After my brother 
died, my dad couldn’t talk about it, and my parents stayed in their 
room during the wake. When I heard about the Healing Patch being 
formed, I wanted to be part of it. The program was to bring the 
family together and communicate together. That would have made 
such a difference for my family.”

A TRANSFORMATIVE EXPERIENCE

As Mickey and Trez have served over the past two decades, they 
have seen how the peer support program has been integral for kids, 
families, and volunteers.

“The program is outstanding,” Mickey declares. “You can see the 
progress that the kids make. They start coming unsure of why they 
are there to opening up and sharing with others. It is incredible to 
see the acceptance the kids have of one another. It’s transforming – 
for the kids and the volunteers.”

giving hope

HEALING PATCH 

"They all come from different walks of life and 
would never have been in the same circle. This 
event of death has brought them together and 

bonded them in a way nothing else could have… 
They see that they aren’t alone.” 

–Trez Knob, Healing Patch Volunteer

                         Marks                       
of Supporting Grieving Children & Families

2020    yearsyears 

SINCE
2006

Healing Patch sewing 

volunteers have sewn 1,012 

memory bears/pillows for 

children and adolescents

560 students have gone 

through Patch Club in-school 

groups at schools in Bedford, 

Blair, or Cambria counties

2,354 children and 

adults have participated 

in family group sessions at 

the Healing Patch center
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Trez shares, “Watching the difference 
in the families is amazing. Seeing 
them come and grieve together as a 
family and then move forward is the 
greatest gift. I’ve seen life-changing 
transformation for adults and kids. 
They come in completely broken, and 
they walk out happy and finally moving 
forward. Those families connect to 
each other and come out stronger.”

Family group sessions at the center 
start with gathering for a meal and 
games and then lead to an opening 
circle, where all attendees join hands to 
center their thoughts on the common 
ground that everyone is present 
because they have lost someone they 
love. From there, participants break 
out into age-specific groups for littles, 
middles, tweens, teens, young adults, 
and caregivers.

Led by compassionate and trained 
volunteers like Mickey and Trez, 
these groups offer crafts, games, or 
other activities to open the door for 
conversations about death, grieving, 
memories, and hope. Group nights end 
with a closing circle for participants to 
share special moments from the night. 
Groups are offered twice monthly 
throughout the school year with 
rolling admission for families  
to join at any time.

While Mickey prefers to volunteer in 
the middles or tweens rooms with the 
most active and vocal participants, 
Trez acts as a floater to fill in wherever 
needed from the littles to adults.

“I’ve learned something different from 
each group,” Trez says. “When I’m with 
the adults, I can tell them what the kids 
see and say. I can reinforce the need 
for communication. When I’m with the 
kids, I can give the adult perspective 
and sometimes share that to get 
conversations started. As volunteers, 
our goal isn’t to do all the talking; it’s to 
get them talking.”

SHARED COMPASSION

Volunteer facilitators choose and 
plan the activities for their groups. 
Some are more light-hearted to spur 
discussion, and others, like the “Magic 
Carpet Ride” are designed for deeper 
connection – both to their individual 
grief and to one another. In the Magic 
Carpet Ride, participants are invited 
to sit on a blanket or pillow, close 
their eyes, and visit any time or place 
they want. Some choose to meet 
their person who died and have a 
conversation or just be together.

“To witness a great Magic Carpet Ride 
is so meaningful,” Mickey recounts. 

“One of the most poignant moments 
is when one child spontaneously 
comforts another who is sobbing. It 
molds the group together in a special 
way. We don’t take away their grief and 
sadness, but we help them explore that 
grief and sadness together.”

“Watching the kids fall in love with 
each other is a gift,” Trez says. “They all 
come from different walks of life and 
would never have been in the same 
circle. This event of death has brought 
them together and bonded them in 
a way nothing else could have. When 
one shares, they all start to share. They 
see that they aren’t alone.”

FIRM FOUNDATION TO MEET 
COMMUNITY NEEDS

While the Healing Patch is volunteer-
based, Mickey and Trez both attribute 
the growth and impact of the program 
to the steady leadership through the 
years.

“Allison [Stockley] was a great 
‘beginner’ in starting the program,” 
Mickey notes. “Her genuine kindness 
and spirit were a good motivator.” Lou 
Kensinger was the original volunteer 
coordinator, and Shannon Chille 
played a supportive role in earlier 
days. “Now, we have two outstanding 

Research shows that bereaved children are at an increased risk of disrupted development. 
Unaddressed childhood grief and trauma can lead to short- and long-term difficulties including 

decreased academic performance, mental health issues, and early mortality.

1 in 11 children in Pennsylvania will experience 
the death of a parent or sibling by age 18. 
This number more than doubles by age 25.



people. I can’t say enough about Melody [Ray, Healing Patch 
Coordinator], and Shalen [Steinbugl, Volunteer Coordinator 
and Grief Specialist]. They do so much behind the scenes 
and have such positivity.”

Empowered by committed volunteers, staff leaders have 
responded to the needs of the community by adding 
education for local students and school professionals, as well 
as Patch Club in-school groups. These allow children whose 
families could not attend a center to benefit from peer 
support with similar activities and conversation prompts that 
are used in the family group sessions. 

“Grief is grief,” Mickey says. “That hasn’t changed. What 
has changed is how people have died. We have many more 
families impacted by drug overdose.”

Recognizing this need, Melody sought resources for families 
to provide better support for this type of loss that is often 
stigmatized. When she didn’t find a children’s book to 
address the topic, she authored one in 2018 titled Someone I 
Love Died from a Drug Overdose.

FUNDING HOPE FOR THE FUTURE
All services are offered free of charge to children, families, 
and schools, but services come at a cost. When an early group 
of volunteers realized that program expenses may prevent 
the communal meal from being offered at group nights, they 
formed Patched Together: A Day of Music to Benefit the 
Healing Patch. Since its inception in 2011, Patched Together 
has raised more than $190,000. The 13th Annual Patched 
Together event in November 2025 raised a record-breaking 
$20,000.

Along with her volunteer work, Mickey and her husband, Neil, 
are committed donors to ensure that Healing Patch services 
are available for years to come.

“The Healing Patch is ‘down home’ and helps people,” 
Mickey says. “We have always cared about kids. I like to send 
memorial donations when someone in our community passes 
away. It gives awareness and supports the program.”

The impact of the Healing Patch is far-reaching for both 
participants and volunteers. As staff, volunteers, and donors 
have invested their time, talent, and treasure, Shirley’s vision 
for restoring hope and joy to grieving families continues to 
change lives in Blair and Cambria counties and beyond.

“If you can help one person smile instead of cry, it means so 
much,” Trez reflects. “I absolutely love the Healing Patch. The 
difference it’s made is incredible.”
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2025 DECADES 
CLUB
SPONSORS
ARROW Land Solutions, LLC
Blue Knob Auto Service Center, Inc./

CarQuest of Altoona
Brittany L. Madden - LPL Financial
Coldwell Banker Town & Country 

Real Estate
DeLeo Games, Inc.
Dragonfly Health
Five Star Mitsubishi Altoona
Greenwood Steakhouse
Gwin, Dobson & Foreman, Inc.
Imler's Poultry
Ketrow Kurtz Travel
Leonard S. Fiore, Inc.
Martin Oil Company
Mile Level Physical Therapy
Quality Services
Redline Nutrition Inc.
Reliance Bank
Roundhouse Harley-Davidson
Stifel
Surplus City, Inc.
The Underground
UPMC and UPMC Health Plan

DONORS
Jed David Satow Family Foundation
McClellan's Body Shop LLC
Ravine Uniform Store
Reilly, Creppage & Co., Inc.
Suzanne Egan, Inc.
Team Chevrolet Buick GMC, Inc.
Unlimiited Cycle Center
VFW Post 4315
Ms. Teresa L. Crawford
Mr. and Mrs. Mark V. Glenn
Mrs. Peggy A. Whittington

2025 LIGHTS        
OF LOVE
SPONSORS
Quality Services
The Lakemont Partnership
UPMC Health Plan & UPMC Altoona

DONORS
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Ajay
Mrs. Ruth Ann Baker
Ms. Mary A. Beegle
Ms. Mary Ann Bell
Dr. James H. Bittner
Mrs. M. Yvonne Buser
Mr. Craig J. Cameron
Mr. Randy S. Carothers
Mrs. Judith K. Charles
Ms. Stacey Clemente
Ms. Margaret S. Conrad
Ms. Barbara Dear
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis M. DeVita
Mrs. Karen Edgin
Mrs. Shirley J. Franke
Ms. Anthea L. Germano
Ms. Kimberly Gracey
Mrs. M. Michele Haas
Mr. and Mrs. Steven W. Haffner
Mr. Rick Hainsey
Mrs. Kimberly D. Helsel
Mrs. Connie A. Hollingshead
Ms. Pamela Horton
Mrs. Nora Kalinauskas
Mrs. Marianna Z. Keagle
Mr. Joseph E. Keirn
Ms. Janice Kimball
Mrs. Cheryl A. Luciano
Ms. Rose Marie McCloskey
Mrs. Diane Nadolsky Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Larry E. Otto
Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Packer
Mrs. Ramona M. Parsons

Mr. and Mrs. Eddie W. Patterson
Mrs. Jeanine D. Peterson
Mrs. Audrey J. Reed
Mr. and Mrs. Michael K. Price
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Scott
Ms. Amy B. Seltzer
Mr. Richard F. Smith
Mr. William I. Snyder
Mrs. Mary E. Tarpey
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn J. Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Paul D. Turner
Mrs. Mary Turner
Mr. John S. Vancas
Mrs. Sheryl Watt
Mr. and Mrs. Shawn C. Weaver
Mr. William C. Wertz
Ms. Linda Williams
Mrs. Joyce K. Wise
Mrs. Shirley L. Zitzlsperger
Mrs. Sondra L. Zupon

2026 FLASHLIGHT 
EGG HUNT
SPONSORS
Cottle's Asphalt Maintenance Inc.
Cresson House Bed & Breakfast
www.MyQuickBuy.com

DONORS
Kiwanis Club of Altoona
Concordia Society
Bavarian Aid Society
Swiss Club of Altoona
Catholic War Veterans Post 1691
Loretto American Legion
Ebensburg Lodge 681 Loyal 

Order of Moose
Serviam Construction LLC
Bloody Run Social Club
Sons of Italy Lodge 310
The Bruno and Linda DeGol 

Family Foundation

2026 MERCEDES  
MOMENT
SPONSORS 
Altoona Curve
Encompass Health Rehabilitation 

Hospital of Altoona
Mercedes-Benz of State College, 

A Ciocca Dealership
Quality Services
Reilly, Creppage & Co., Inc.
Reliance Bank
Roaring Spring Family of Businesses
Seven Mountains Media
Sheetz, Inc.
Stuckey Automotive
The Lakemont Partnership
UPMC and UPMC Health Plan

DONORS
Mr. and Mrs. Morley A. Cohn
Ms. Judy B. Gill

HEALING PATCH
INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Mrs. Karen A. Anderko
Miss Marie A. Civiello
Mr. Joseph Coray
Ms. Clara B. Davis
Ms. Maureen R. Dodson, Ph.D.
Miss Nancy R. Fogel
Mr. Edward M. Henderson
Mr. and Mrs. R. Lee Hite
Mrs. Diane S. Osgood
Ms. Amy B. Seltzer
Mr. Stephen J. Stefanon
Mrs. Barbara R. Wachter
Atty. and Mrs. Michael J. Wagner
Mrs. Peggy A. Whittington
Mrs. Shirley L. Zitzlsperger

The generosity of community partners – individuals, businesses, local governments, and organizations – helps to ensure  
that our mission of providing care and services for those in need will continue. 

Every dollar matters. Every gift has a story. The following donors gave gifts of $100 or more between April 1, 

2025 – March 31, 2026. Donors of all amounts can be viewed online at: tiny.cc/HNAFoundationSupporters. Thank you 
to the donors who have helped to make a difference in the lives of our neighbors and our communities.
We apologize for any errors or omissions to this list. Every effort is made to assure that proper information is recorded. 
Please call the Home Nursing Agency Foundation at 1-855-GIVE-HNA to make us aware of any corrections or changes.

*Donor is deceased.

RECOGNIZING OUR SUPPORTERS
giving thanks

•	 Make a one-time or recurring gift online 
at tiny.cc/healingpatchgiving or by calling 
1-855-GIVE-HNA

•	 Support an event that benefits the Healing Patch:

– Decades Club, September 26, 2026

– Patched Together, November 21, 2026

– Flashlight Egg Hunt, Spring 2027

•	 Hold your own fundraiser for the Healing Patch

•	 Make a memorial donation for someone who has died. 
The family is notified of your gift and its significance to 
support local grieving children. Donations can be directed 
to Healing Patch, 20 Sheraton Drive, Altoona, PA 16601

How to
HELP

Healing 
Patchth

e 

•	 Learn more by following the 
Healing Patch Children’s Grief 
Program Facebook page

•	 Call 1-800-445-6262

•	 Visit tiny.cc/healingpatch
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BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION 
DONORS
The Greater Altoona Jewish 

Federation
M & T Charitable Foundation
Mid-Penn Region Charities
Operation Our Town
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Rotary Club of Altoona
United Way of the Southern 

Alleghenies
Kathleen and Gerald Sheetz 

Foundation
POM of Pennsylvania LLC
Patched Together, Inc.
Martinsburg Area Community Fund
The Community Foundation for 

the Alleghenies
Nicholas Voice
Sankertown VFW Post 7377
Mayfield Eatery LLC
United Way of Southwestern PA
The Pechter Foundation
The Bruno and Lena DeGol 

Family Foundation
Port Family Foundation
Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic 

High School
Portage Area School District 

Administrative Office
Herr Foods Inc.
Patton Presbyterian Church
AFSCME Local 2579
Luke Patton Memorial Foundation 

Fund
The EADS Group Employee 

Charitable Foundation Fund
Holy Family Parish
Pipe Room
Rossi Holdings Co LLC

HOSPICE
INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Mr. Ricky M. Auker
Mrs. Nan Barash
Mr. and Mrs. John Y. Bawel
Mr. Robert Berkebile
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Calhoun
Ms. Shirley A. Cessna*
Mr. and Mrs. Ricky J. Collins
Mr. Thomas F. Connors
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew A. Costea
Ms. Deborah S. Coughenour
Mr. Paul F. Crawford, Jr.
Mr. William R. Cunningham
Mr. Terry Dandrea
Mr. Rodger A. Deeter
Mr. Victor Dimoff
Mrs. Sandra R. Dunn
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce R. Erb
Ms. Jennifer Farrell
Ms. Jill E. Fitzgerald
Mrs. Marjorie B. Focht
Ms. Sharon N. Foster

Mr. and Mrs. Mark V. Glenn
Mr. Douglas Goss
Mrs. Ruth Ann Grimes
Mrs. Evelyn R. Grissinger
Mrs. M. Michele Haas
Ms. Mary Harmon
Mrs. Elizabeth Henney
Mrs. Rita M. Hines
Mrs. Sara Hinkel
Mrs. Karen Hirsch
Mrs. Connie A. Hollingshead
Ms. Pamela Horton
Mr. Terry G. Karlie
Mr. Joseph E. Keirn
Mrs. Cindy M. Kutruff
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Lake
Ms. Susan Levesque
Mrs. Cinda G. Linn
Ms. M. Annette Lloyd
Ms. Kristen I. Lowry
Ms. Dianne Matis
Ms. Rose Marie McCloskey
Ms. Ruth McCloskey
Mr. David J. McKnight
Mr. Stanley R. Metz
Mr. Thomas C. Mickle
Mrs. Betty Miller
Mrs. Nora M. Moore
Mr. S. Hutchison Moore
Mrs. Kathleen A. Moore
Mrs. Roberta Murray
Mr. Roger W. Myers
Mr. and Mrs. Larry E. Otto
Mrs. Janet Patterson
Mr. Lynn R. Pearson
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Perow
Mr. and Ms. Paul E. Pletcher, II
Mrs. Cindy Powell
Mrs. Heather Ricker-Gilbert
Ms. Ruth A. Robinson
Mrs. Joyce G. Rose
Ms. Stephanie Shannon
Mr. Gerald Shoop
Mr. Paul D. Showalter, Jr.
Ms. Michelene Springer
Mrs. Ruth E. Swigart
Ms. Shirley M. Treece
Mr. and Mrs. Donald L. Trego
Mr. Richard P. Turnbaugh
Mrs. Linda S. Waldon
Ms. Cheryl J. Washburn
Mrs. Sheryl Watt
Mr. and Mrs. Jay S. White
Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Wigfield
Ms. Kay Ann Winkler
Mrs. Nila Woomer
Mrs. Linda D. Work
Ms. Barbara J. Zembal
Mrs. Sondra L. Zupon

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION 
DONORS
Broad Avenue United Methodist 

Church
Estate of Michael D. Press
Mapleton Flower Fund
Stevens Mortuary, Inc.
Scotty's Smile Memorial Benefit

NURSE-FAMILY 
PARTNERSHIP
Ms. Mary Jo George
Mr. John S. Hargreaves
Mr. James F. Hargreaves
Mr. William J. Hargreaves
1889 Foundation
Kiwanis Club of Du Bois Inc.
United Way of the Southern 

Alleghenies

GENERAL 
DONATIONS
INDIVIDUALS
Mrs. Katrina A. Albright
Mr. and Mrs. Larry J. Angelo
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Arthur
Mr. and Mrs. James S. Baker
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas S. Barber
Mr. Maurice J. Bertolini
Dr. James H. Bittner
Mrs. C. Elizabeth Boyd
Mr. Robert Brandt
Mr. John Bush
Mr. Craig J. Cameron
Mr. Nathan C. Cattell
Ms. Kathleen Chabala
Mr. Michael Christy
Ms. Donna K. Clark
Mr. Larry D. Cole
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard L. Creppage
Dr. Donald B. Crider
Mr. Clair Curfman
Mr. Harold J. Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Paul DeLongis
Mr. Timothy Diehl
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Dolinger
Mr. Gerald D. Drenning, USN Ret.
Mrs. Bertha R. England
Mr. Donald E. Fahnline
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry T. Freeman
Mr. Bruce Getgen
Ms. Judy B. Gill
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Helsel
Mrs. Kimberly D. Helsel
Ms. Lorrie J. Hetager
Mr. Ricky A. Hetrick
Mr. and Mrs. Joel H. Hollander
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Hoover
Mrs. Mary A. Horsemanko
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Huston
Mrs. Betty R. Kauffman
Mr. Roland O. King
Mr. Larry Kralik

Mr. Ronald T. Krumrine
Mr. Stephen B. Loudenslager
Mr. James A. Lynch
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Manley
Ms. Margaret S. Mauro
Mr. and Mrs. Perry A. McCaleb
Mrs. Susan L. McFarland
Mr. Robert J. Meyers
Mr. Robert G. Mountain*
Mr. William J. Murray
Mrs. Diane S. Osgood
Mr. and Mrs. Larry E. Otto
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Park
Mrs. Ramona M. Parsons
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Reynolds
Mr. Robert E. Richers
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony M. Roefaro, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. George W. Rohrbaugh
Mr. Thomas Royer
Mr. and Mrs. Donald A. Ruggery, Jr.
Mr. John H. Russell
Mr. Warren F. Sasserman
Mrs. Helen R. Seguin
Mr. Kevin V. Sheedy
Mrs. Patricia A. Sheetz
Mrs. Beverly J. Skopic
Mr. David E. Snyder
Mr. and Mrs. Larry E. Strong
Mrs. Ann C. Sykes
Mrs. Joyce R. Wagner

BUSINESSES/
ORGANIZATIONS
Estate of Mildred Port
Estate of Melva Collary
Centre Foundation
United Way of Huntingdon County

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Allegheny Township
Beale Township
Belfast Township
Bethel Township
Boggs Township
Burnside Township
Cassville Borough
Curtin Township
Daisytown Borough
Derry Township
Dublin Township
Franklin Township
Freedom Township
Gulich Township
Juniata Township
Licking Creek Township
Lincoln Township
Logan Township
Marklesburg Borough
Montgomery Township
Napier Township
Shirley Township
Snyder Township
Walker Township

West Providence Township

TRIBUTE GIFTS 
Donations of all amounts are listed.

IN MEMORY OF:
Yvonne Andrews
Mr. John M. Diehl

Deborah J. Ansell
Ms. Andrea K. Rafferty
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Shetler

Carol S. Arter
Mrs. Beth Simes and Mr. Mark Simes

Arlene R. Balestino
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Brouse
Mrs. Maureen E. Butterbaugh
Mr. Vincent La Vecchia
Mrs. Justina M. McCaulley
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel T. Moringiello
Ms. Patricia I. Robuck

Betty M. Beckett
Ms. Lucinda M. Beckett
Ms. Teresa M. Danish
Mr. John J. Fiore, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Van Buskirk

Nancy E. Bittner
Mrs. Suellen L. Carbin
Ms. Lois J. Dickey
Ms. Suzanne L. Huls

Doris E. Bittner-Show
Ms. Gale L. Livengood

Shirley A. Bonsell
Mrs. Holly L. Hampton

Ronald L. Colledge
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert W. Jackson

John M. Cook
Ms. Artamarie S. Barclay
Mr. J. Robert Garner
Mr. Harvey Hanlen
Mr. Fred Kephart
Mr. Gerald Kruse
Mr. and Mrs. Stewart L. Kurtz
Mrs. Ann Kyper Reynolds
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Los
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Masciangelo

Ms. Karen Orr
Ms. Shannon  Ritchey
Mr. Thomas C. Speck
Mr. Delmont Sunderland
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey W. Thompson
Ms. Pamela Thompson
Mr. Bob Weaver
Mr. Kevin Wolfinger

Gladys A. Corl
Brush Valley New Life Church Inc.
Ms. Beverly H. Guyer
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Rimmey
Mr. and Mrs. Shawn S. Scott
Springs Mills Electrical LLC

Robyna M. Dalby
Ms. Mary M. Secrest

Merle J. Grimes
Mr. Larry Giannone

Eleanor A. Grove
Mr. Dean Capone
Ms. Brenda Lokey
Ms. Beth Murray
Mr. Dylan Murray
Ms. Joelle Myers
Ms. Marianne Tramontana
Mrs. Erin Kline

Connie L. Hillard
Mr. Harold E. Bohn

Karen Juliano
Ms. Marian Wenger

Ronald E. Kensinger
Mr. and Mrs. James Fagans
Mr. and Mrs. Donald H. Oakes

Ruth E. Kirk
Perry Chapter No 459 OES

Wayne Kirkpatrick
Mr. William McCarty and 

Mrs. Deborah Thielen

Suzanne J. Koehle
Ms. Nancy Adams
Mr. Andy Alvarez
Mrs. Rose M. Anthony
Ashville Bass Club
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Askey

Ms. Maureen Billisits
Ms. Karen K. Castagnola
Ms. Norma Ergler
Ms. Wendy Ergler
Mrs. Elizabeth A. Flick
Ms. Patricia L. Foose
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Irwin
Ms. Susan Kaye
Ms. Alison Keating
Klines & Civiello's
Ms. Barbara Kowalski
Mrs. Dortha I. Lafferty
Mrs. Debra S. Picano
Mr. and Mrs. Gary L. Roesch
Mr. Scott Samson
Mr. and Mrs. Drew Saylor
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy J. Seasoltz
Ms. Elaine M. Spencer
The Keagys

Cynthia L. Koontz
Ms. Jacqueline K. Epstein

Ernest D. Lucas
Ms. Chris Hochstetler
Ms. Jennifer Strauss

Barbara A. Mason
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Mason

Paul J. McCloskey
Mr. S.P. Donnelly
Ms. Holly Tracey

Robert W. McKinney
Ms. Carole Kane
Mr. Ron Mountain
Ms. Alice M. Riggle

Dorothy L. McKnight
Ms. Wilda Fisher
Ms. Ann E. Kauffman
Mr. Patrick Martino
Ms. Hulda M. McCartle
Ms. Gina K. McKnight
Ms. Inez L. McKnight
Mr. Glenn M. Wolgemuth

Richard E. Miner
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Najduch
Mr. and Mrs. Brent Schultz
UPMC Altoona Medical Staff Fund

Shirley Mullendore
Mr. Jacob Finn
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Iles
Truth Seekers Sunday School

Ronald M. Neidig
Juniata Joint High School Class 

of 1964

Joseph R. Nolf
Ms. R. Marie Corman
Nolf Case Management & 

Counsulting, LLC
Ms. Nancy Shaw

LeFerne J. Saylor
North View Farm, Inc.

Donald E. Shellenberger
Empire Kosher Poultry, Inc.
Ms. Gloria J. Kepner
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Ritter

Cora E. Stahl
Ms. Elissa Colledge
Ms. Nancy J. Deeter
Mr. Daniel  Emert
Ms. Amy Knopsnyder
Ms. Judith I. Lehman
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Miller
New Centerville Spinnetts
Mr. Drew Snyder
Mr. Earl Snyder
Mr. Wilbur A. Thomas

Lottie E. Stimely
Mrs. Janice Peachey

Heidi A. Stombaugh
Ms. Kelley Watts

James D. Stuart
Ms. Barbara Curry
Mr. and Mrs. John Hart

Kathryn B. Treaster
Mr. Anthony Koehle
Mr. and Ms. Clifton Treaster

David E. Watt
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Cordes
Mr. Todd Johnson

Hazel B. Wirfel
Ms. Christi Thomas

You can make a difference for residents of our West Central PA region who receive UPMC 
Home Healthcare, Family Hospice, or other services by donating to the Home Nursing Agency 
Foundation. 
Return the enclosed envelope with your donation or give securely online at
HomeNursingAgency.com.  

You can also call the Foundation hotline at 1-855-GIVE-HNA to donate by credit card. For more 
information about ways you can help, please contact Kim Helsel, Director of Development/Marketing 
Communications, at 814-947-7024 or khelsel@HomeNursingAgency.com. 

The official registration and financial information of the Home Nursing Agency Foundation may be obtained from the Pennsylvania 
Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement. If you 
would like to be removed from our mailing list, please contact the Home Nursing Agency Foundation at 1-855-448-3462.W

ay
s 

to
 

H
EL

P
Summer 2026 | Issue 17			   14



Non-Profit Org.
Pre-Sorted

U.S. Postage Paid
Altoona, PA

Permit No. 122P.O. Box 352
Altoona, PA 16603-0352
1-855-GIVE-HNA

Home 
Nursing 
Agency
Part of UPMC

FOUNDATION

Celebrate Giving is an annual 
publication of the Home Nursing 
Agency Foundation.

Editor: Kim Helsel

Contributors:	
Natalie Depto-Vesey
Karen Reed
Stephanie Roefaro

Contact us at:
Home Nursing Agency Foundation
20 Sheraton Drive
Altoona, PA 16601

1-855-GIVE-HNA  (1-855-448-3462)

Email: 
Foundation@HomeNursingAgency.com

Like us on Facebook!

Home Nursing Agency Foundation is a 
grateful recipient of funding from the 
following United Ways: Bedford County, 
Huntingdon County, and the Southern 
Alleghenies.

UPMC shall accept referrals and provide services to all 
persons in need in its defined service area regardless of race, 
color, religion, sex, age, national origin, creed, limited English 
proficiency, handicap or disability, ability to pay, ancestry, 
sexual orientation, diagnosis, infectious disease, or DNR 
status, if applicable.

Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .eps

A $100 ticket includes ONE chance for cash prizes 
(need not be present to win) and admission for 
TWO for dinner and entertainment, along 
with six drink tickets. 

Only 250 tickets will be sold with more than 
$4,500 in cash prizes, including a $3,000 
grand prize. Other exciting games of 
chance will be available throughout 
the evening. All proceeds benefit 
the Healing Patch Children’s 
Grief Program.

Call 1-855-GIVE-HNA or visit 
HomeNursingAgency.com 
to get tickets.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 • 5 PM
BLAIR COUNTY CONVENTION CENTER, ALTOONA


